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Those who were enemies of that empire only a few years ago have
now become friends. . ."
At this point there was an interruption on the platform; the
speech,, therefore, ended abruptly. There was great confusion and
clamour. Now even the president left. Gandhi remarked to a friend:
"I have seen audiences going away from boredom; I have seen
speakers made to sit down; but I have never seen the president
himself abandon the meeting."
Late that night, the police commissioner wrote out an order for
the immediate externment of Gandhi from Benares. Pandit Malaviya
persuaded the official to withdraw the order but Gandhi left Benares
the next morning.
Mrs. Besant strongly condemned the speech. Gandhi remarked:
CSI claim that with twenty years' experience of public life in the course
of which I have had to address on scores of occasions turbulent
audiences, I have some experience of feeling the pulse of my au-
dience. I was following closely how the speech was being taken, and I
certainly did not notice that the student world was being adversely
affected. .. But for Mrs. Besant's interruption, I would have con-
cluded my speech in a few minutes and no possible misconception
about my views on anarchism would have arisen.5*
After Benares^ he went to Poona to speak on Gokhale's death
anniversary, and wherever he went^ Gandhi recollected the loving
memories of his master. He addressed eager audiences in Hardwar,
Karachi and Madras. He spoke in Hindi wherever it was possible
and pleaded fervently for swadeshi.
' On February 14 Gandhi delivered one of his most important
speeches., his "final word3% on the subject of swadeshi^ before the
Missionary Conference at Madras:
"Swadeshi is that spirit in us which restricts us to the use and
service of our immediate surroundings to the exclusion of the more
remote. Thus as for religion, in order to satisfy the requirements of
the definition, I must restrict myself to my ancestral religion, that is,
the use of my immediate religious surrounding. If I find it defective,
I should serve it by purging it of all its defects. In the domain of
politics I should make use of the indigenous institutions and serve
them by curing them of their proved defects. In that of economics
I should use only things that are produced by my immediate
•neighbours^ and serve those industries by making them efficient and

